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At Lime Academy Hornbeam, we deliver a person-centred, sequenced 

curriculum that is broad and provides meaningful experiences for learners 

with special educational needs and disabilities. As a result, barriers to learning 

are removed and every learner has the opportunity to build valuable skills and 

knowledge which support them for their next steps when they leave school. 

We have high aspirations for each of our learners, who are supported to reach 

their full potential. Our curriculum is underpinned by three core principles 

that we believe are fundamental in the development of our learners: 

Communication 

Independence 

Emotional Regulation and Wellbeing 

We recognise that empowering our learners with the ability to express 

themselves and understand those around them is fundamental to their 

development. We understand that communication will look different to each 

learner and provide opportunities for this to be fostered and developed across 

the curriculum. 

We understand that in order for learners to engage and achieve, they must be 

supported to understand and manage their emotions. We embrace the 

unique role we play in creating a supportive and nurturing learning 

environment where learners feel safe and happy. 

Providing learners with the skills, knowledge and confidence to be as 

independent as possible is at the heart of everything we do. Independence 

means different things to different learners and so we recognise, encourage 

and celebrate every step towards independence. 
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We are committed to providing a holistic and inclusive education that 

empowers students with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) to 

develop essential life skills, personal growth, and a sense of belonging. Our 

school offers a tailored curriculum that combines elements of the national 

curriculum with a strong emphasis on personal development, community 

engagement, and experiential learning. We believe that every child deserves a 

meaningful and enriching education, and we are dedicated to supporting our 

learners in their unique journeys towards independence and well-being. 
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At the heart of our curriculum is a commitment to the personal development 

of our learners. We achieve this through our comprehensive PSHE curriculum, 

lunchtime clubs, community activities and regular assemblies. These elements 

help our students to: 

 

 Develop strong social and emotional skills 

 Build self-esteem and self-confidence 

 Explore topics related to health, relationships, and personal safety 

 Learn about citizenship and their role in the community 

 Foster a positive and inclusive school culture 

 Promote our fundamental British values 

 

We believe that learning extends beyond the classroom. To enrich our 

students' experiences, we actively encourage community engagement and 

educational visits. These experiences provide opportunities for practical 

application of skills and help students develop a sense of belonging in the 

wider world. Educational visits may include trips to museums, parks, local 

businesses, and community centres, aligning with the curriculum and the 

specific needs of each pathway. 
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Learners at Hornbeam follow a specific 

pathway (pre-formal, semi-formal or formal) 

based on their individual characteristics, level 

of cognition and needs. Pathways are designed 

to ensure learners are accessing a curriculum 

that will meet their needs flexibly to prepare 

them for life beyond Lime Academy Hornbeam. 

Pathways are not designed to restrict or 

confine, and learners are able to move 

between and within pathways to maximise 

their potential. 

As well as sharing a curriculum, learners in the same pathway usually benefit 

from similar learning environments, assessment arrangements, communication 

aids and teaching and learning strategies. We therefore use a ‘best fit’ approach 

when placing learners in a pathway to ensure that they their needs are properly 

supported whilst developing their academic potential. Each pathway is 

supported by a Pathway Lead who takes responsibility for the quality of 

education within their pathway, as well as supporting with the pastoral needs of 

their learners.  
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Pathway Description 

Snowdon 
Pre-formal 

Stage 1-2 PM 

Engagement/EYFS 

The Snowdon Pathway is designed to meet the needs of learners with 

profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD), and severe learning 

difficulties (SLD). These learners do not engage in subject specific study; 

however, aspects of literacy and numeracy are taught throughout the 

timetable via the vehicle of an exciting and engaging theme. A 3-year 

thematic cycle details overarching themes for each term. This enables 

learners to be exposed to a rich variety of topics whilst ensuring curriculum 

coverage is broad and balanced. Sensory stories for suggested texts in 

Literacy and Numeracy are planned for by curriculum leads to foster a love of 

reading at the earliest stages of development. 

Fuji 

Explore 
Semi-formal 

Stage 3-4 PM 

EYFS/PKS1 

Our Fuji Explore Pathway is designed to support learners who are working 

below national curriculum standards and have significant learning needs. 

Elements of literacy and numeracy are embedded throughout their timetable 

to promote the repetition of core skills that support independence in the 

community. Developing our learners’ independent living skills is at the 

forefront of what we strive to achieve. The curriculum is underpinned by a 

core theme which changes half-termly. The theme supports learners in 

making connections within their learning and allows teachers to revisit skills 

and knowledge whilst changing the context of the theme.  

Fuji 

Challenge 
Semi-formal 

Stage 5-6 PM 

PKS2/KS1 

Learners follow an adapted National Curriculum with an emphasis on 

promoting life skills and independence. Learners tend to present with 

moderate to severe learning needs and learn at a slower pace than their 

mainstream peers. Many learners on this pathway are able to gain 

qualifications and continue their educational journey at collage or through a 

supported internship. Other learners will focus on developing their 

independence, learning how to keep safe in the community in preparation to 

moving on to a social care setting. Learners engage with subject specific study 

throughout their timetable and have many opportunities to repeat skills and 

consolidate learning. 

Everest 
Formal  

Stage 7-10 PM 

KS1/SK2/KS3 

 

Our formal curriculum is based on various stages of the national curriculum, 

which is tailored to be engaging, age-appropriate and accessible to our 

learners. The majority of the learners on the Everest pathway have moderate 

or specific learning difficulties, and many require support with their social, 

emotional and mental health. Many learners will achieve qualifications and 

accreditations that will support them to move on to college, apprenticeships 

or paid employment. To ensure that the most able learners are stretched and 

challenged to the appropriate level, targeted interventions take place weekly 

in English and Maths with a subject specialist.  
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Academies 

 

At Lime Academy Hornbeam we employ a range of assessment methods, 

including formative and summative assessments, to track student progress. Our 

approach to assessment is highly individualised, taking into account each 

learner's ability and needs. Progress is regularly reviewed, and targets are 

adjusted as learners develop and grow. We also maintain close communication 

with parents and guardians with regards to progress to ensure a collaborative 

and supportive approach to learning. 

 

 

 

Evidence for Learning 

We utilise the online platform Evidence for Learning to meticulously record the 

assessment of our learners against our curriculum progression maps and their 

personalised learning goals (PLGs) based on their specific educational outcomes 

on their EHCPs. Teachers use this assessment information to tailor each 

learner’s curriculum to meet their individual needs. This innovative approach 

involves collecting data and evidence on students' progress and learning 

outcomes through various tools and techniques, including observation, 

standardised assessments, and the use of photographs and videos.  

By regularly reviewing this data, the teacher can identify specific strengths, 

areas requiring improvement, and personalised learning strategies for each 

student. This robust approach enables class teams to adapt and modify their 

approaches in real-time, ensuring that it remains responsive to the changing 

needs of SEND students. Evidence for Learning also helps in measuring the 

effectiveness of pedagogy and interventions, ultimately facilitating continuous 

improvement of the curriculum to ensure that every child receives the best 

possible education tailored to their unique abilities and challenges. In addition 

to using Evidence fir Learning, we also employ specialist assessment tools for 

reading and numeracy. 
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Reading 

Reading has unique benefits for learners with Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities (SEND). Reading enhances language and communication skills, 

fostering improved self-expression and comprehension. It also boosts cognitive 

development, helping SEND students develop critical thinking, problem-solving 

abilities, and memory retention. Reading also promotes empathy and social 

awareness by exposing students to diverse perspectives and experiences. 

Reading is a powerful tool that not only empowers SEND learners academically 

but also enriches their personal growth and inclusivity in society. To ensure that 

learners are supported to develop these fundamental skills, pupils in the Fuji 

Challenge and Everest pathways undergo a termly assessment using the New 

Group Reading Test. This not only assesses the learners reading age, but also 

gives teaching teams next steps on how to support swift progress. For learners 

who are at phonics level, our Reading Leads assess each learner using the Little 

Wandle SEND programme assessment to ensure that they are supported to 

develop their early reading skills and exposure to phonics.  

Numeracy 

The ability to understand and work with numbers is a fundamental life skill that 

we endeavour to develop with all of our learners. Not only is this necessary to 

undertake transactions in the community, but numeracy skills are also essential 

to develop problem solving, processing information and boosting confidence, 

improving outcomes and career opportunities for our learners. All learners in 

the Fuji and Everest pathway undergo regular standardised assessment with our 

Numeracy Lead using the Sandwell Early Numeracy test. This gives us accurate 

assessment information which we use to inform teaching, targets and 

interventions. 
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English 

At Hornbeam, we are committed to providing a vibrant and inclusive English 

curriculum that empowers our students with Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities (SEND) to unlock their full potential as confident communicators, and 

lifelong learners. Our vision for English education is rooted in the belief that 

every child, regardless of their individual challenges, deserves an enriching and 

personalised learning experience. Our curriculum is designed to be highly 

flexible, allowing us to tailor teaching and learning approaches to accommodate 

diverse learning styles, sensory preferences, and communication methods.  

In our Snowdon and Fuji Explore pathways, we view Literacy not as a subject, 

but as a fundamental life skill. Our curriculum goes beyond traditional language 

skills and literacy, encompassing a holistic approach to communication 

development. We focus on fostering effective verbal and non-verbal 

communication, social interaction, and the use of assistive technologies where 

necessary, to equip our students with the tools they need to express themselves 

and connect with others. 

Our Curriculum in our Fuji Challenge and Everest Pathways exposes students to 

a diverse range of texts, including age-appropriate literature and multimedia 

resources, to promote cultural awareness and emotional intelligence. Through 

engaging with various forms of storytelling, our students develop empathy, 

critical thinking skills, and an appreciation for the richness of human experience. 

Our curriculum places a strong emphasis on equipping students with practical 

literacy skills that will empower them in their everyday lives. We teach 

functional literacy through real-life contexts, including shopping, reading public 

transportation schedules, and digital literacy. Our goal is to prepare students for 

greater independence and participation in their communities. 
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Maths 

Our Mathematics Curriculum aspires to enthuse all learners 

and teaching staff to be passionate about mathematics, 

and demonstrate and share their love of the subject with 

all other stakeholders. We support our teaching and 

learning staff to feel confident in using various resources to 

support learning and achieve mastery. We equip our 

learners with the knowledge and skills required to 

confidently apply, demonstrate and explain mathematics in 

a range of settings, using mathematical vocabulary and 

terminology.  

 In our Snowdon and Fuji Explore pathways, our curriculum is adapted to 

support learners who at the earlier stages of developing their maths skills, 

where they are provided with play-based experiences of sorting, categorising, 

and initial principles of counting and number. As the curriculum progresses, it 

includes rich opportunities for learners to strengthen their understanding of 

number as well as developing their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of 

mathematics including shape, space and measures. The curriculum places 

value on learners developing positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, 

looking for patterns and relationships, spotting connections, ‘having a go’, 

communicating to adults and peers about what they notice and engaging 

positively. 

Our Fuji Challenge and Everest learners follow the NCETM Curriculum 

Prioritisation materials and White Rose Maths. Key concepts are taught 

throughout each block of learning and all learners become fluent in the 

fundamental skills required including recalling number facts, making reasoning 

connections and undertaking mathematical problem solving. Key to this deep 

understanding, is the explicit teaching of mathematical vocabulary, which is 

modelled by adults then used by children to verbalise their understanding. We 

are committed to ensuring that children are able to recognise the importance 

of Mathematics in the wider world and that they are also able to use their 

mathematical skills and knowledge confidently in their lives. 
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Science 

The Science curriculum at Hornbeam is designed to provide 

all students with meaningful and inclusive learning 

experiences that cater to their diverse needs and abilities. 

Our approach is centred on fostering a deep understanding 

of scientific concepts, promoting curiosity, and developing 

essential skills for life and future learning. We recognise 

the unique challenges and strengths of our students, and 

our curriculum is tailored to meet those specific needs. 

We aim to empower students to become scientifically literate, curious, and 

confident individuals who can apply their knowledge and skills in meaningful 

ways. By adapting to the unique needs of our students, we aim to foster a 

lifelong love for science and equip them for success in their future destinations. 

In our Snowdon and Fuji pathways, the curriculum encourages learners to 

make sense of their physical world and the processes in it, seasonal changes, 

living things, natural phenomena and materials. Knowledge is built through rich 

experiences in the outdoors environment, their local community and by 

providing indoor provision to explore. We reenforce these experiences through 

the study of non-fiction via engaging sensory stories, which builds on important 

knowledge and consolidates their understanding. 

In our Everest and Fuji Challenge pathways, we utilise materials from CUSP 

Science, which provides learners with the foundations for understanding the 

world through the specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics.  The 

Science curriculum draws upon prior learning, wherever content is taught. The 

Science units are filled with evidence-led practice and enhanced with retrieval 

units to ensure long-term retention of foundational knowledge. Through 

building up a body of key foundational knowledge and concepts, learners are 

encouraged to recognise the power of rational explanation and develop a 

sense of excitement and curiosity about natural phenomena.  Learners are 

encouraged to understand how science can be used to explain what is 

occurring, predict how things will behave, and analyse causes. 
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PSHE 

Our PSHE curriculum focuses on the holistic development of 

our pupils. PSHE provides a safe and supportive environment 

to explore emotions, develop self-awareness, and build 

essential social skills. This leads to improved self-esteem, 

better relationships with peers and adults, and greater 

emotional self-regulation. Safeguarding is embedded in our 

curriculum for all pathways. Teachers explore personal safety 

in great detail, including how to recognise and report abuse 

or exploitation, which is essential for their protection. 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development is woven throughout the 

Snowdon and Fuji Explore curriculum with the intention of supporting learners 

to lead healthy and happy lives, which is fundamental to their physical and 

cognitive development. We aim for our learners to develop positive 

relationships with adults and peers which encourage learners to consider their 

own feelings and those of others. Through adult modelling and guidance in 

carefully planned provision, learners are supported to manage emotions, work 

towards goals, develop a positive sense of self, have confidence in their own 

abilities and persist and wait for what they want. Learning how to look after 

their bodies, manage their personal needs independently and make healthy 

choices, will provide a platform to achieve in school and later life. 

Our Fuji Challenge and our Everest pathways follow a tailored PSHE and RSE 

curriculum, based on the Cambridge Personal Development Programme and 

the PSHE Association’s Framework for pupils with SEND. This blended 

programme supports learners across theses pathways to access age-

appropriate topics which provide appropriate material for our learners’ specific 

needs and abilities. Our work in PSHE seeks to prepare our learners for their 

future life beyond Hornbeam. We aim for our learners to leave school 

equipped with both the knowledge and skills to deal with the challenges and 

opportunities of the wider world, and with a deep understanding of 

themselves and how to relate with each other.  
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Humanities 

At Hornbeam, we believe that teaching Humanities subjects is 

invaluable to expose our learners to diverse cultures, histories, and 

societies, fostering an understanding and appreciation of different 

backgrounds and perspectives. This helps promote tolerance and 

empathy, which are important life skills for our learners to navigate 

the world. Our Humanities curriculum provides a well-rounded 

education that promotes inclusivity, awareness of others, 

communication skills, critical thinking, and emotional development. It 

equips students with valuable life skills and prepares them for a more 

engaged and fulfilling life beyond school. 

In our Snowdon and Fuji Explore pathways, the Humanities curriculum supports pupils to 

explore their physical world with curiosity, whilst building a sense of their relationship with 

the natural environment and the cultural and social world they share with others. The 

curriculum also builds the foundations of an understanding of the sequence of time. 

Through storytelling, figures and characters, as well as non-fiction accounts, learners build 

an awareness of the past, present and special events that are individual to them in their 

lives and their community. A conceptual understanding is built of what has gone before 

and what will happen next, secured by firm vocabulary acquisition to underpin the skill of 

communicating in the correct tense. An early understanding of the structure of the school 

day and routines is formed across a wide variety of areas of learning which supports future 

skills of sequencing, prediction, organisation, and tolerance. 

In our Fuji Challenge and Everest Pathways, Humanities is taught through the individual 

subjects History, Geography and Religious Education. Group discussions, collaborative 

projects, and classroom debates are common in humanities lessons, which provide 

opportunities for students to interact with peers, practice social skills, and develop self-

confidence. Focus is given to developing respect and positive interactions with others 

whilst gaining awareness and tolerance of different religions, beliefs, and lifestyles.  The 

curriculum enables learners to gain an awareness and experience of traditional 

celebrations from around the world but with a heavy focus on those that are relevant to 

their local community and home lives. Learning about historical figures, the world around 

them, and cultural narratives can help students develop a sense of identity and belonging, 

which is crucial for self-esteem and personal development. Humanities education also 

introduces students to various career options, which helps our learners to set goals and 

plan for their futures. 
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Physical Development 

Physical Development is central to our Hornbeam curriculum as we 

recognise the key role that it plays in the wellbeing of our pupils. 

Beyond the physical advantages of improved fitness, motor skills, and 

overall health, PD plays a pivotal role in enhancing the holistic 

development of our learners. It provides a unique platform for 

fostering social skills, encouraging teamwork, and promoting a sense 

of belonging among peers. In the supportive and adaptive 

environment of our school, PD is tailored to meet individual needs, 

ensuring that every learner can participate and experience success. PD 

also helps learners develop essential life skills such as self-confidence, 

emotional regulation, and stress management, which are particularly 

valuable for our learners as they navigate their educational journey 

and prepare for an inclusive and active life beyond Hornbeam. 

The Physical Development curriculum for our Snowdon and Fuji Explore learners focuses 

on activity being a part of learner's all-round development to pursue happy, healthy and 

active lives. The curriculum is shared into gross and fine motor experiences and managing 

their own bodies for hygiene, health and play. Sensory exploration, strength, coordination, 

balance, stability and spatial awareness underpin the key learning themes in this area of 

the curriculum. PD sessions develop agility, control and confidence in physical movement. 

Alongside this there are opportunities for outdoor exploration and play, fine motor 

precision and control experiences with support from adults and appropriate resources to 

aid development and lead into writing.  

In our Fuji Challenge and Everest Pathways, learners develop fundamental movement 

skills to extend their agility, balance and coordination. They master basic movements then 

apply them in team games. As learners progress, application of the skills becomes more 

precise and refined through specific sports and games.  We recognise that a high-quality 

physical education inspires all pupils to succeed and excel in competitive sport and other 

physically demanding activities.  Our intention is to help all learners make progress and 

succeed in physical education.  Our PD curriculum provides the structure to assess the 

progress made by learners across a range of sports.  Concepts are broken down into small 

steps allowing learners to build on previous knowledge. Learners engage in competitive 

activities against themselves and others to apply their learning and increase cultural 

capital. We recognise that opportunities to compete in sport and other activities build 

character and help to embed values such as fairness and respect. 
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Computing 

Teaching computing to learners with additional needs offers a range of 

valuable benefits. It provides a platform for learners to develop 

essential digital literacy skills that are increasingly important in today's 

technology-driven world. Through tailored and inclusive teaching 

methods, our computing curriculum is adapted to meet individual 

needs, promoting engagement and skill development among students 

with diverse abilities. It also serves as a powerful tool for enhancing 

communication, as learners can use assistive technology and 

specialised software to express themselves and interact with others. 

Beyond academic growth, teaching computing fosters problem-solving 

abilities and encourages creativity, enabling our learners to overcome 

challenges, express their unique talents, and prepare for a future 

where technology is an integral part of daily life. 

Computing and technology are threaded throughout the Snowdon and Fuji Explore 

curriculum with the firm aim of ensuring that learners develop skills linked to early 

listening, ability to follow instructions and logically problem-solve. The integration of 

technology in our learners’ home lives should be enhanced by their understanding of how 

we use technology in school to access and enable learning. E-safety skills supplements 

their understanding of how to navigate the ever-changing world of technology and links 

with their personal safety skills in the wider development of the child. Exploration and play 

with technology means that learners develop a deep familiarity with equipment and 

develop a healthy relationship with digital devices. 

In the Fuji Challenge and Everest curriculums, it is our intention that learners will develop 

computational understanding and creativity. The subject of Computing is taught explicitly, 

being built on year-on-year. National curriculum resources are adapted and tailored to 

ensure that Computing lessons are of the highest quality, providing step by step 

instructional videos to support the delivery and enhance the skills of our learners. We aim 

to prepare our learners for their futures by giving them the opportunities to gain 

knowledge and develop skills that will equip them for an ever-changing digital world, while 

learning the importance of how to stay safe online.  As the curriculum builds year on year, 

pupils are equipped to use information technology to create programs, systems and a 

range of content. Computing also ensures that learners become digitally literate – able to 

use, and express themselves and develop their ideas through, information and 

communication technology – at a level suitable for the future workplace and as active 

participants in a digital world. 
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Creative 

Our Creative curriculum brings forth a wealth of benefits that extend 

far beyond the confines of a classroom. Creative lessons provide a 

versatile and inclusive medium through which our learners can express 

themselves, communicate their emotions, and explore their creativity 

freely. It offers a safe space for self-discovery and self-expression, 

contributing to improved self-esteem and confidence. Creative lessons 

also enhance fine motor skills and coordination, which are be 

particularly valuable skills for our learners. We aim for our Creative 

curriculum to foster a sense of accomplishment and pride in our 

learners’ creative achievements, promoting a positive self-identity. Our 

Creative curriculum nurtures our learners’ cognitive, emotional, and 

social development, empowering them to engage meaningfully with 

the world around them and enriching their lives beyond Hornbeam. 

In our Snowdon and Fuji Explore pathways, the Creative curriculum provides opportunities 

for experimentation with colour, design, texture, form, and function. The development of 

our learners’ artistic cultural awareness supports their imaginations and creativity in wider 

areas of the curriculum such as literacy, communication and performance. Understanding, 

self-expression and vocabulary are developed to enable communication through the arts 

through indoor and outdoor observation, exploration and response to the world around 

them. Participating in, and observing, creative activities promotes and inspires active 

imaginations and expression, whilst building an understanding of the skills that can be 

applied to compose their own creative work in a range of media and materials. Learners 

also explore sounds and music through their play, developing their understanding of what 

they see, hear and experience in the world around them. 

In our Fuji Challenge and Everest Pathways, our Creative curriculum is explored with our 

learners through the subjects of Art, Music, Media and Food Technology. The various 

curricula for these subjects aim to inspire creativity amongst all learners through carefully 

sequenced lessons which engage, inspire and challenge learners. Learners are equipped 

with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and develop their own creative work. 

Through the implementation of our Creative curriculum, pupils will learn about, research 

and discover the work of a wide range of artists, musicians, and photographers.  They will 

also know how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the 

culture, creativity, and heritage of our society. We believe in showcasing our pupils’ 

achievements through regular performances, publications, shows and exhibitions. This not 

only builds confidence and strengthens our learners’ characters, but it also exposes 

learners to valuable work skills which builds on their knowledge of real life work and 

employment. 


