Curriculum Overview
Snowdon Pathway — Stages 1-2

Hornbeam Vision
•

At Lime Academy Hornbeam, our learners are at the forefront of
every decision that we make. We strongly believe that every
lesson taught in school should equip our learners with the
knowledge and skills to thrive in the outside world. Therefore, with
every subject, topic and experience we offer, we strive to fulfil our
fundamental curriculum goal: shaping lives — a lesson at a time.

•

We understand that every learner is unique and will present with
their own range of strengths and needs; therefore, our curriculum
has been specifically designed to provide holistic support to
learners with additional learning needs. Our adapted curriculum
provides enriching experiences for our learners, to ensure that
they receive an inspiring and broad education that develops them
academically, socially, emotionally and physically.

•

We provide an exciting, safe and challenging learning environment
that recognises and adapts to the needs of every learner. Pupils
are well cared for, guided and supported to make the best
progress in all curriculum areas, including personal development
and wellbeing. We encourage our pupils to be positive contributors
to the school, their families, their neighbourhood and the wider
community.

Snowdon Pathway

Shaping lives — a lesson at a time…
•

Learners will have opportunities to focus on early
communication, physical, social and emotional,
and cognitive skills that are the foundation of
learning. Learners are not yet engaged in subject
specific learning and there is a clear emphasis on
a multisensory approach.

•

Our pre-formal curriculum is delivered through a
thematic based approach with many opportunities
for cross curricular learning. Independence and
pupil voice is at the core of the curriculum and
learners are given ample opportunities to problem
solve and explore for themselves.

•

Learners will achieve accreditations that
demonstrate their achievements. Learners will
leave school a set of skills that enable them to be
as independent as possible.

Our Pathways
Snowdon

Shaping lives — a lesson at a time…
•

Lime Academy Hornbeam recognises that children and young
people with learning difficulties have unique abilities and ways
of learning. We provide a stimulating and safe learning
environment that nurtures and maximises the potential of
every individual and celebrates their achievements.

•

We understand that in order to inspire our learners, teaching
must be engaging, meaningful and most importantly, fun. We
therefore aim to provide a broad, balanced and creative
personalised curriculum that develops life skills, social skills,
and independence that is firmly underpinned by
communication and pupil voice.

•

Each learner will follow a specific pathway (pre-formal, semiformal or formal) based on their individual characteristics, level
of cognition/stage of learning and need. Pathways are
designed to ensure learners are accessing a curriculum that
will meet their needs flexibly to prepare them for life beyond
Lime Academy Hornbeam. Pathways are not designed to
restrict or confine and learners are free to move between and
within pathways to maximise their potential.

Pre-formal Curriculum

Fuji
Semi-formal Curriculums

Everest
Formal Curriculum

Snowdon Pathway
Curriculum Overview

My Thinking
English
Aims

Content

Delivery

Maths

Science

We aim to provide an immersive and enriching
literacy experience which allows students to
encounter various literacy opportunities. This is
through the five engagement areas:
• Anticipation
• Exploration
• Initiation
• Persistence
• Realisation

We aim to provide an immersive and enriching numeracy
experience allowing students to encounter various numeracy
opportunities. This is through the five engagement areas:

We aim to provide an immersive and enriching science
experience allowing students to encounter various science
opportunities. This is through the five engagement areas:

Learners will develop an understanding of a range
of literacy skills in the following areas:

Learners will develop an understanding of a range of
numeracy skills in the following areas:

Learners will develop an understanding of a range of
science skills in the following areas:

• Number exposure
• Shapes exposure
• Experiencing colours

• Sensory experiments
• Experiencing states of matter
• Experiencing cause and effect

Lessons are delivered in class using a range of physical and
digital resources. Lessons are personalised to meet the needs
and interests of individual learners. Exposure to numbers,
shapes and colours is embedded throughout the course of a
leaner’s day in school.

Lessons are delivered in class using a range of physical and
digital resources. Lessons are personalised to meet the
needs and interests of individual learners. Elements of
Science are embedded throughout the course of a leaner’s
day in school.

•
•
•
•

Intensive interaction
Sensory exploration
Sensory story
Story massage

Lessons are delivered in class using a range of
physical and digital resources. Lessons are
personalised to meet the needs and interests of
individual learners. Elements of Literacy are
embedded throughout the course of a leaner’s
day in school.

•
•
•
•
•

Anticipation
Exploration
Initiation
Persistence
Realisation

•
•
•
•
•

Anticipation
Exploration
Initiation
Persistence
Realisation

My Thinking
Digital Skills
Aims

Content

Delivery

Understanding the World Creative Arts and Design

We aim to provide an immersive and enriching digital
skills experience allowing students to encounter various
digital skills opportunities. This is through the five
engagement areas:
• Anticipation
• Exploration
• Initiation
• Persistence
• Realisation

We aim to provide an immersive and enriching
experience of understanding of the world which allows
students to encounter various understanding the world
opportunities. This is through the five engagement areas:
• Anticipation
• Exploration
• Initiation
• Persistence
• Realisation

We aim to provide an immersive and enriching creative
arts and design experience which allows students to
encounter various creative arts and design opportunities.
This is through the five engagement areas:
• Anticipation
• Exploration
• Initiation
• Persistence
• Realisation

Learners will develop an understanding of a range of
digital skills in the following areas:

Understanding the World incorporates topics from the
following disciplines:

Creative Arts and Design is a hugely enriching subdomain that is made up of the following core skills:

• Switch work
• Cause and effect

• My place and where I live
• Experiencing the world around me
• My life experiences

•
•
•
•
•

Lessons are delivered in class and in the sensory room
using digital recourses, including sensory resources,
which are engaging and allow for cause and effect to
occur with the use of switches. Lessons are personalised
to meet the needs and interests of individual learners.
Digital equipment is also used to support with
communication throughout the school day.

Lessons are delivered in class using a range of physical
and digital resources, as well as out in the community.
Lessons are personalised to meet the needs and
interests of individual learners.

Lessons are delivered in class using a range of physical
resources. Lessons are personalised to meet the needs
and interests of individual learners. Exposure to the core
skills allows for fine motor and gross motor
development, as well as sensory processing.

Mark making
Colour exposure
Texture exposure
Printing
Collaging

My Body
Aims

PE and Games

Swimming

Food Technology

Music

Agriculture

We aim to provide an immersive
and enriching PE and games
experience which allows students
to encounter various physical
opportunities. This is through the
five engagement areas:

We aim to provide an immersive
and enriching swimming
experience which allows students
to encounter various swimming
opportunities. This is through the
five engagement areas:

We aim to provide an immersive and
enriching food technology
experience which allows students to
encounter various food technology
opportunities. This is through the five
engagement areas:

We aim to provide an immersive
and enriching music experience
which allows students to
encounter various music
opportunities. This is through the
five engagement areas:

We aim to provide an immersive
and enriching agriculture
experience which allows students
to encounter various agriculture
opportunities. This is through the
five engagement areas:

•
•
•
•
•

Content

PE and Games lessons focus on
the following key areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Delivery

Anticipation
Exploration
Initiation
Persistence
Realisation

Physiotherapy
Gross and fine motor skills
Posture and positioning
Mobility
Spatial awareness
Balance

Lessons are delivered in class, and
in the main hall, using a range of
physical resources. These are
delivered by external coaches, the
physiotherapist and class staff.
Lessons are personalised to meet
the needs and interests of
individual learners.

•
•
•
•
•

Anticipation
Exploration
Initiation
Persistence
Realisation

•
•
•
•
•

Anticipation
Exploration
Initiation
Persistence
Realisation

•
•
•
•
•

Anticipation
Exploration
Initiation
Persistence
Realisation

Swimming lessons focus on the
following key areas:

Food Technology lessons focus on
the following key areas:

Music lessons are composed of
the following key areas:

• Hydrotherapy
• Water confidence
• Free body movements

• Messy play
• Sensory food experiences
• Fun with food

•
•
•
•

Lessons are delivered in external
swimming pools/leisure centers.
This with class staff and external
coaches. Lessons are personalised
to meet the needs and interests
of individual learners. Areas focus
on body movements and water
confidence.

Lessons are delivered in class, and in
the food technology room, using a
range of physical resources. Lessons
are personalised to meet the needs
and interests of individual learners.

Lessons are delivered in class and
in the sensory room using a range
of physical and digital resources.
Lessons are personalised to meet
the needs and interests of
individual learners.

Music interaction
Music stories
Dance massage
Cause and effect

•
•
•
•
•

Anticipation
Exploration
Initiation
Persistence
Realisation

Agriculture lessons lessons focus
on the following key areas:
• Outdoor sensory experience
• Exposure to animals

Lessons are delivered in outside
areas of the school, and in the
agricultural area of William
Morris campus, using a range of
physical resources. Exposure is to
the sensory areas, and the
animals.

My Communication and Interaction
Drama

Community and Relationships
Aims

Content

Delivery

We aim to provide an immersive and enriching community experience which
allows students to encounter various community and professional relationship
opportunities. This is through the five engagement areas:
- Anticipation
- Exploration
- Initiation
- Persistence
- Realisation

We aim to provide an immersive and enriching drama experience which allows
students to encounter various drama opportunities. This is through the five
engagement areas:
- Anticipation
- Exploration
- Initiation
- Persistence
- Realisation

Relationships and Community lessons focus on the following key areas:

Drama lessons can vary greatly based on the needs of the learners. Most lessons
focus on the following key areas:

•
•
•
•

Pupil voice
Expressive communication
Intensive interaction
Different methods of communication

Lessons are delivered in class using a range of physical and digital resources.
Lessons are personalised to meet the needs and interests of individual learners.
Elements of community and relationship are embedded throughout the course
of a leaner’s day in school. Digital equipment is also used to support with
communication, meaning it can be embedded throughout the course of a
learner’s day in school.

• Expressive communication
• Pupil voice

Lessons are delivered in class using a range of physical and digital resources.
Lessons are personalised to meet the needs and interests of individual learners.
Lessons allow for expressive communication, and the promotion of pupil voice.

My Wellbeing
PSHE/SRE
Aims

We aim to provide an immersive and enriching
PSHE/SRE experience which allows students to
encounter various PSHE/SRE opportunities. This is
through the five engagement areas:
•
•
•
•
•

Anticipation
Exploration
Initiation
Persistence
Realisation

PSHE/SRE lessons focus on the following key areas:

Content

Delivery

•
•
•
•

Positive relationships
Myself and others
Empowerment
Pupil voice

Lessons are delivered in class, and across the
setting. Delivery is personalised to meet the needs
and interests of individual learners. Elements of
PSHE/SRE are embedded throughout the course of a
leaner’s day in school.

Educational Visits

Mental Health and Self-Care
We aim to provide an immersive and enriching mental
health and self-care experience which allows students to
encounter various opportunities. This is through the five
engagement areas:
•
•
•
•
•

Anticipation
Exploration
Initiation
Persistence
Realisation

Relationships and Community lessons focus on the
following key areas:
•
•
•
•
•

Emotional and sensory regulation
Self-esteem
Relaxation/Massage
Sensory diet
Sense of self and personal dignity

Lessons are delivered in class, and across the setting.
Delivery is personalised to meet the needs and interests of
individual learners. Elements of mental health and self-care
are embedded throughout the course of a leaner’s day in
school.

We aim to provide an immersive and enriching educational
visits experience which allows students to encounter
various community opportunities. This is through the five
engagement areas:
•
•
•
•
•

Anticipation
Exploration
Initiation
Persistence
Realisation

Relationships and Community lessons focus on the
following key areas:
• Experiencing the world
• Sensory experiences

Lessons are delivered in class, and across the setting.
Delivery is personalised to meet the needs and interests of
individual learners. Elements of self care are embedded
throughout the course of a leaner’s day in school.

Curriculum Enrichment

Shaping lives — a lesson at a time…

Duke of Edinburgh
DofE Award to raise young peoples’ aspirations

Forest Schools
Outdoor learning sessions for holistic growth

Educational Visits
Inspirational visits to broaden horizons

Work Experience
Instilling professionalism and growing confidence

Subject Specialist Teachers
Offering specific knowledge in key disciplines

We believe that curriculum enrichment is paramount for the social,
emotional and physical development of our learners. The wide range of
opportunities that we offer enable our learners to develop confidence,
empathy, independence and resilience. They will also acquire a wide
range of real life skills that will enable them to lead fulfilling lives
beyond Lime Academy Hornbeam.

Hornbeam High Hopes
1. Sow, grow and eat something
2. Learn basic first aid
3. Play a musical instrument
4. Read a map
5. Put up a tent
6. Visit a museum
7. Learn a card/board game
8. Cook a meal from scratch
9. Make a cup of tea
10. Make an origami crane
11. Care for an animal
12. Have a picnic
13. Perform in front of people
14. Watch a live performance
15. Bake a cake and eat it
16. Know the names of 5 trees
17. Know the names of 3 birds
18. Visit the theatre
19. Go to the seaside
20. Sing in a choir
21. Make a sculpture
22. Catch leaves as they fall
23. Build a shelter with sticks
24. Go on an expedition
25. Wear costumes

26. Build a bug hotel
27. Visit a library
28. Design a piece of clothing
29. Have a picnic
30. Try to break a world record
31. Meet a celebrity
32. Make a video for the school website
33. Try a new sport
34. Star in a talent show
35. Host an art exhibition
36. Visit places of worship
37. Pick fresh fruit
38. Make a sandcastle
39. Speak to a policeman or nurse
40. Send a handwritten letter
41. Bounce on a bouncy castle
42. Have your face painted
43. Go to the park
44. Enter a competition
45. Raise money for charity
46. Write a poem
47. Handfeed an animal
48. Learn to sew
49. Visit a castle
50. Go on a train

Shaping lives — a lesson at a time…

We want every learner to have a broad and dynamic learning
experience when they come to Lime Academy Hornbeam. To
ensure this is the case, we developed our Hornbeam High Hopes
as a check list of goals that our learners will aim to achieve
before moving onto their next stage of life. We believe that this
initiative will help our learners to experience rich, fulfilling
childhoods, with memories that will last a lifetime.

