Curriculum Overview
Everest Pathway — Stages 7-10

Hornbeam Vision
•

At Lime Academy Hornbeam, our learners are at the forefront of
every decision that we make. We strongly believe that every
lesson taught in school should equip our learners with the
knowledge and skills to thrive in the outside world. Therefore, with
every subject, topic and experience we offer, we strive to fulfil our
fundamental curriculum goal: shaping lives — a lesson at a time.

•

We understand that every learner is unique and will present with
their own range of strengths and needs; therefore, our curriculum
has been specifically designed to provide holistic support to
learners with additional learning needs. Our adapted curriculum
provides enriching experiences for our learners, to ensure that
they receive an inspiring and broad education that develops them
academically, socially, emotionally and physically.

•

We provide an exciting, safe and challenging learning environment
that recognises and adapts to the needs of every learner. Pupils
are well cared for, guided and supported to make the best
progress in all curriculum areas, including personal development
and wellbeing. We encourage our pupils to be positive contributors
to the school, their families, their neighbourhood and the wider
community.

Our Pathways
Snowdon

Shaping lives — a lesson at a time…
•

Lime Academy Hornbeam recognises that children and young
people with learning difficulties have unique abilities and ways
of learning. We provide a stimulating and safe learning
environment that nurtures and maximises the potential of
every individual and celebrates their achievements.

•

We understand that in order to inspire our learners, teaching
must be engaging, meaningful and most importantly, fun. We
therefore aim to provide a broad, balanced and creative
personalised curriculum that develops life skills, social skills,
and independence that is firmly underpinned by
communication and pupil voice.

•

Each learner will follow a specific pathway (pre-formal, semiformal or formal) based on their individual characteristics, level
of cognition/stage of learning and need. Pathways are
designed to ensure learners are accessing a curriculum that
will meet their needs flexibly to prepare them for life beyond
Lime Academy Hornbeam. Pathways are not designed to
restrict or confine and learners are free to move between and
within pathways to maximise their potential.

Pre-formal Curriculum

Fuji
Semi-formal Curriculum

Everest
Formal Curriculum

Everest Pathway

Shaping lives, a lesson at a time…

•

Learners will follow an adapted National
Curriculum with an emphasis on promoting life
skills and independence. Learners will apply
their knowledge and skills in the community to
generalise and consolidate their learning.

•

Our formal curriculum is delivered primarily
through structured learning activities that are
both fun and engaging taught by subject
specialists where appropriate. Thematic based
approaches are used as a vehicle to enrich
learning experiences. Learners will achieve
qualifications and accreditations that will
support them to move onto college,
apprenticeships or paid employment.

Everest Pathway
Curriculum Overview

My Thinking

Aims

Content

Delivery

English

Maths

Science

Our Literacy curriculum focuses on developing our
learners’ knowledge over three core skills: Reading,
Writing, and Speaking and Listening. Learners will be
be able to communicate effectively, both verbally
and in written correspondence, to suit different
audiences and purposes. Learners will engage in
regular reading and will have developed their own
writing style.

Our Maths curriculum focuses on real life applications of
maths skills to ensure that learning is purposeful and
relevant to our learners’ lives. Once learners have
developed their knowledge and honed their functional
maths skills, they are able to access formal examinations to
increase their employability.

Our Science curriculum aims to give our learners a broad
experience across the three disciplines of physics,
chemistry and biology. We promote a hands-on approach
to teaching science, which involves practical experiments
and demonstrations, and getting outside the classroom to
experience science in a meaningful way. Learners will gain
an understanding of the world around us and how scientific
discovery has shaped daily life.

Learners will develop an understanding of a range of
English skills in the following areas:

Learners will develop an understanding of a range of
functional Maths skills in the following areas:

Learners will develop an understanding of a range of
Science skills in the following areas:

• Reading
• Writing
• Speaking and Listening

• Using numbers and the number system
• Using common measures, shape and space
• Handling information and data

• Observing
• Predicting
• Experimenting

Learners will be exposed to a variety of forms, such
as letters, emails, newspapers, novels, poems, etc.
They will be able to write in the appropriate style to
suit different audiences and will have developed a
broad vocabulary with a good understanding of
grammar and punctuation.

The subject content sets out what a learner will know,
understand or be able to do as the result of a process of
learning. Some learners will be able to use these skills to
recognise different mathematical problems and to obtain
solutions.

Learners will utilise a range of cross-curricular skills, such as
measuring, inferring, sorting and communicating. The
practical focus in science aims to be fun and engaging; this
ensures that learning is enjoyable and meaningful,
promoting better outcomes for our learners.

Lessons are delivered in class using a range of
physical and digital resources. Educational visits,
such as theatre trips, are used to enrich our learners’
experiences. Lessons are personalised to meet the
needs and interests of individual learners. Subject
specialists are available to assist in the delivery of
Literacy lessons.

Maths lessons are delivered in class using a range of
physical and digital resources. Lessons are also often
conducted in the local community to give learners the
opportunity to engage in real life money problems. Our
school subscribes to various online platforms to facilitate
learning and provide homework tasks.

Science lessons are delivered in class using a range of
physical and digital resources. Lessons are also often
conducted outside to give learners the opportunity to take
part in exploration and practical experiments. Lessons are
personalised to meet the needs and interests of individual
learners.

My Thinking
Digital skills
Aims

Content

Delivery

Creative Arts and Design

Understanding the World

Our Digital Skills curriculum focuses on developing
functional computer literacy to enable our learners to
thrive in an increasingly digital world. Learners will gain
the fundamental skills necessary to effectively use
everyday devices, gain employment and to navigate the
online world safely.

This sub-domain encompasses areas of humanities
subjects and the three sciences. Learners will gain a
broad understanding of significant historical events,
basic scientific principles and the natural world around
us. Learners will have an immersive experience will
inspire many to pursue their interests in the topics at
their next stage in education.

Creative Arts and Design gives pupils the opportunity to
express themselves through creative action. Our aim is
to equip our learners with a set of sills which enables
them to experiment with, invent and create unique art
work. They will develop an appreciation of art and
practical knowledge of craft and design. Our learners’
hard work is celebrated in assemblies and showcased
around our school.

Learners will develop an understanding of a range of digital
skills in the following areas:

Understanding the World incorporates topics from the
following disciplines:

Creative Arts and Design is a hugely enriching subdomain that is made up of the following core skills:

•
•
•
•

Using ICT
Finding and selecting information
Developing, presenting and communicating information
Online safety

Digital skills lessons are delivered in our specialist ICT
suite using a range of physical and digital resources. A
subject specialist teacher delivers the curriculum content
and ensures that learners are equipped with the
necessary skills to obtain formal qualifications and to
succeed in the wider world.

•
•
•
•

History
Geography
Chemistry, Biology and Physics
Religious Studies

This sub-domain is delivered using half-termly schemes
of work which focus on on a particular discipline. Lessons
are dynamic and interactive, with a blend of debates,
experiments and group work activities used to engage
learners. Educational visits are a fundamental part of this
sub-domain to allow learners to gain rich experiences
outside of school.

•
•
•
•

Drawing: Line, shape, tone and shading
Painting: technique and colour
Sculptures and models
Textiles

Lessons are undertaken in our bespoke art studio with
our subject specific tutor. Topics change regularly to suit
the various creative skills above. Some topics include:
• Portraits and self-portraits
• Character design
• T-shirt design

My Body
Aims

Content

PE and Games

Swimming

Food Technology

We aim for all of our learners to
be physically fit and active, and to
participate in a range of sports
and games. Learners will develop
new skills, gain confidence and
practice their social skills in a fun,
engaging environment.

We believe that swimming is an
essential life skill that will open
opportunities for our learners for
years to come. Learners will
develop specific techniques and
water confidence, whilst having
fun with their peers.

Understanding the importance of
healthy eating and learning to
prepare food are essential life skills
that we wish to instil in our learners.
We aim for our learners to develop a
healthy relationship with food that
will last a lifetime.

Music is a form of unique and
creative expression that has the
ability to inspire learners of all
abilities. It is a valuable tool for
physical and emotional
expression, and plays an
important part in the personal
development of our learners.

Gardening provides fun, engaging
outdoor exercise. Garden
tasks such as digging, raking and
turning compost use a variety
of muscles and can be accessed
by all of our learners. There are
also excellent benefits to mental
health and well-being.

PE and Games lessons focus on
the following key areas:

Swimming lessons focus on the
following key areas:

Food Technology lessons focus on the
following key areas:

Music lessons are composed of
the following key areas:

Agriculture lessons lessons focus
on the following key areas:

•
•
•
•

Delivery

Sport skills and rules
Teamwork
Coordination and motor skills
Exercise and fitness

Lessons take place in our sports
hall, outdoor MUGA or
playground, with our subject
specific teacher. Our experienced
PE teacher tailors the games and
actives to meet the various needs
of all of our learners.

•
•
•
•

Water confidence
Water safety
Body positions
Swimming techniques

Lessons take place at our local
leisure centre with a specialist
swimming coach. Teachers and
TAs take part in the lesson, which
are supervised by lifeguards and
the leisure centre staff.

•
•
•
•

Nutrition and healthy eating
Designing and evaluating food
Equipment safety
Food hygiene

All lessons take place in our fully
equipped Food Technology room. Our
subject specialist tutor tailors the
learning to ensure that all needs are
met, and that all of our learners can
safely take part in lessons.

Music

•
•
•
•

Understanding music
Making music
Sharing music
Musical influences

Lessons are undertaken in our
bespoke music studio with our
subject specific tutor. Lessons
involve interactive group
activities, as well as personalised
one-to-one music tuition.

Agriculture

•
•
•
•

Practical Gardening Skills
Plant Care
Environment and Change
Food Challenges

We offer a blended approach to
Agriculture lessons, with a
mixture of indoor and outdoor
activities. Learners will be able to
engage with subject specialists to
gain valuable knowledge and
skills.

My Communication and Interaction
Aims

Content

Delivery

Employability

Community and Relationships

As a school, we always strive for the very best
outcomes for our learners. We believe that teaching
employability skills gives our learners the extra help
and guidance they may need to reach their full
potential in an increasingly competitive job market.
We help our learners to make informed decisions
about their futures and equip them with the skills
they need to thrive in their future jobs.

We want our learners to feel positive and comfortable in
their local and wider communities. For many of our
learners, developing communication skills in the local
community will aid them in growing the confidence and
resilience they need to become happy members of society.
Our learners will experience visiting shops, banks, cafes
and libraries to familiarise themselves with the
environments and understand their roles in the
community.

Drama lessons enable learners to develop vital
communication skills in a safe and familiar environment.
Learners are able to build confidence by engaging in roleplay with their peers during fun, structured activities.
Drama is a vital tool for developing the emotional literacy
of our learners, by encouraging empathy and developing
their emotional intelligence. Drama also aids creative
thinking and supports healthy relationships.

Employability lessons focus on the following key
areas:

Relationships and Community lessons focus on the
following key areas:

Drama lessons can vary greatly based on the needs of the
learners. Most lessons focus on the following key areas:

•
•
•
•

Interview skills
Presentation and communication
Different working environments
Healthy working relationships

Employability lessons are delivered in class using a
range of physical and digital resources. The class
teacher will work in collaboration with guests from
different professions to inspire our learners.
Educational visits and work experience are a
fundamental part of this sub-domain that allow
learners to gain rich experiences outside of school.

•
•
•
•

People who help us
Recreation
Community groups
Volunteering

We offer a blended approach to Community and
Relationships lessons, with some lessons being classroom
based and some out in the local community. Learners will
enjoy regular educational visits to ensure that they are
immersed in the community and gain practical and
valuable experiences.

Drama

•
•
•
•

Role-play
Self-expression
Performance
Improvisation

Lessons take place in class with our subject specific tutor.
Lessons involve interactive group activities, that are both
engaging and therapeutic. Our tutor uses a range of
different props and resources to stimulate the learners of
all needs and abilities.

My Wellbeing
PSHE/SRE
Aims

Content

Delivery

Mental Health and Self-Care

Educational Visits

The personal development of our learners is at the
forefront of our curriculum. Through the study of
PSHE/SRE, our learners will be able to develop
healthy relationships, appreciate their personal
responsibilities and understand how to keep
themselves safe. Our learners will gain the tools
they need to manage their lives and thrive as
individuals.

We understand that good mental wellbeing is essential for
learners to lead happy, fulfilling lives. Mental health can
also significantly impact a child's ability to learn. Self-care
skills ensures that learners develop healthy routines and
independence. The aim of this sub-domain is to help
learners to understand their mental health and self-care
needs and to equip them with the strategies and skills
needed to look after themselves — both now and in their
futures.

Educational visits are a fundamental part of our curriculum.
Visits are conducted across many of our sub-domains to
enrich our learners’ experiences and enable them to
practically apply their knowledge and skills in a stimulating
environment. Visits are inspiring and enriching, offering
opportunities which deepen the knowledge and skills of
our learners.

PSHE/SRE lessons focus on the following key areas:

Mental Health and self-awareness lessons focus on the
following key areas:

Educational visits can have a range of focuses, depending
on the individual sub-domain. Most include:

•
•
•
•

Your rights and responsibilities
Healthy relationships
Identity and diversity
Keeping safe

Lessons are delivered in class using a range of
physical and digital resources. External
professionals, such as community nurses, may be
invited to contribute to specific lessons, in order to
to enrich our learners’ experiences. Lessons are
personalised to meet the needs and interests of
individual learners.

•
•
•
•

Understanding mental health
Overcoming obstacles
Mindfulness, meditation and yoga
Personal hygiene and healthy routines

Lessons are delivered in class using a range of physical and
digital resources. Some practical lessons may take place in
our sports hall or in a calm outdoor environment. Lessons
will be delivered collaboratively with our class teachers and
other professionals. Lessons are personalised to meet the
needs and interests of individual learners.

•
•
•
•

Building confidence in public
Developing communication skills
Deepening knowledge
Gaining practical experience

Educational visits undergo a rigorous risk assessment
process which ensure that all of our learners’ needs are
met. Staff to student ratios are always appropriate and
safety is a top priority. Public transport is often used to
develop our learners’ independence and travel skills; we
also use our two school busses for certain visits.

Curriculum Enrichment

Shaping lives — a lesson at a time…

Duke of Edinburgh
DofE Award to raise young peoples’ aspirations

Forest Schools
Outdoor learning sessions for holistic growth

Educational Visits
Inspirational visits to broaden horizons

Work Experience
Instilling professionalism and growing confidence

Subject Specialist Teachers
Offering specific knowledge in key disciplines

We believe that curriculum enrichment is paramount for the social,
emotional and physical development of our learners. The wide range of
opportunities that we offer enable our learners to develop confidence,
empathy, independence and resilience. They will also acquire a wide
range of real life skills that will enable them to lead fulfilling lives
beyond Lime Academy Hornbeam.

Hornbeam High Hopes
1. Sow, grow and eat something
2. Learn basic first aid
3. Play a musical instrument
4. Read a map
5. Put up a tent
6. Visit a museum
7. Learn a card/board game
8. Cook a meal from scratch
9. Make a cup of tea
10. Make an origami crane
11. Care for an animal
12. Have a picnic
13. Perform in front of people
14. Watch a live performance
15. Bake a cake and eat it
16. Know the names of 5 trees
17. Know the names of 3 birds
18. Visit the theatre
19. Go to the seaside
20. Sing in a choir
21. Make a sculpture
22. Catch leaves as they fall
23. Build a shelter with sticks
24. Go on an expedition
25. Wear costumes

26. Build a bug hotel
27. Visit a library
28. Design a piece of clothing
29. Have a picnic
30. Try to break a world record
31. Meet a celebrity
32. Make a video for the school website
33. Try a new sport
34. Star in a talent show
35. Host an art exhibition
36. Visit places of worship
37. Pick fresh fruit
38. Make a sandcastle
39. Speak to a policeman or nurse
40. Send a handwritten letter
41. Bounce on a bouncy castle
42. Have your face painted
43. Go to the park
44. Enter a competition
45. Raise money for charity
46. Write a poem
47. Handfeed an animal
48. Learn to sew
49. Visit a castle
50. Go on a train

Shaping lives — a lesson at a time…

We want every learner to have a broad and dynamic learning
experience when they come to Lime Academy Hornbeam. To
ensure this is the case, we developed our Hornbeam High Hopes
as a check list of goals that our learners will aim to achieve
before moving onto their next stage of life. We believe that this
initiative will help our learners to experience rich, fulfilling
childhoods, with memories that will last a lifetime.

