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01 March 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Whole School Opening:  Monday 08 March 2021 
 
Following the Government’s announcement on Monday 22 February, the staff at Lime Academy Hornbeam 
are all very much looking forward to welcoming all of our school community back on Monday 8  March.  The 
Government has said clearly that school attendance will now be mandatory for all pupils, except those who 
are clinically extremely vulnerable pupils or who have been advised by the NHS to shield. 
 
Our procedures for re-opening to all pupils will be very similar to our start back in September 2020.  This 
letter is a reminder of those procedures to help you prepare yourselves and your child or children for their 
return to school.  Once again, the information and plans I am sharing have been drawn up based on 
statutory guidance from the Department for Education and Public Health England.  There is up-to-date 
guidance from the government available here:    What parents need to know about early years providers, 
schools and colleges during COVID-19 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
If the return to school seems difficult after so long away, there is more help from the London Borough of 
Waltham Forest on how to prepare yourself and your child mentally here: 
https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/content/mental-health-and-wellbeing-0 
 
The concept of ‘bubbles’ is still really important in separating the children to reduce mixing and possible 
spread of Covid-19.  It also enables us to understand which children might need to isolate if there is an 
outbreak of cases, for example, if we have to shut down a bubble and keep children and associated families 
at home if there is an outbreak, rather than shut the whole school.  Pupils will be kept in their class bubbles 
to reduce mixing, however we have created bubbles across classes to enable our school to function on a 
daily basis, especially at social times such as break and lunch times.   Your child’s bubble will not change 
since we locked down. 
 
The children will not mix with children from other bubbles whilst at school, and I would like to remind you 
that there should not be mixing of children from different households outside of school until the 
Government advises differently.  The adults in school may, however, work across different bubbles but this 
will be kept to a minimum.  Handwashing will be embedded throughout the day and every time the children 
re-join the classroom from playtime / lunchtime.  
 
If a child falls ill with Covid symptoms at school they will be isolated from their bubble and cared for until 
they can be collected, as soon as possible, from school.  Public Health England’s procedures for containing 
and limiting the spread of the virus to others in their bubble will be followed. If any member of your 
family who lives in your house, or with whom you have had contact recently, starts to feel unwell with 
symptoms such as a high temperature, continuous or persistent cough, or loss of smell or taste, please 
keep your child at home and inform the school office immediately.  People displaying symptoms will not 
be allowed to enter the school premises. Anyone displaying symptoms will be encouraged to telephone 
119 to speak with medical professionals.  If your household is affected, we ask that you telephone or 
email the school office to let us know.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19
https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/content/mental-health-and-wellbeing-0


 

 

Lateral Flow Testing: 
Secondary students, Year 7 and above who are able to take the COVID-19 tests will be able to so from.  From  
Wednesday 10 March you will be able to collect rapid tests, for pupils to use twice a week at home.  If you 
are interested, these will be available for collection from the school office between 10.30-11.45 am and 
1pm-2pm.  The Government guideline states “Testing is voluntary and no child or young person will be 
tested unless informed consents has been given by the appropriate person”   
 
These tests help to identify asymptomatic cases and are to be completed at home.  We would suggest that 
tests should be completed on Sunday and Wednesday evenings, each week, until further notice.  The kits 
have instructions for use inside and contain enough tests for 3 weeks.  You will be able to collect more from 
school after this time.   If you require support with testing, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Please remember “the testing programme does not replace the current testing policy for those with 
symptoms.  Anyone with symptoms (even if they recently had a negative LFD test result), should still self-
isolate immediately according to government guidelines”. You should also inform the school as soon as 
possible, to inform us, so we can take the necessary steps to inform close contacts, Public Health England 
and the local authority. 
 
The Government also announced that testing kits will be available for relatives of secondary aged pupils.  
These will be distributed locally in your community and not via the school. 
 
PPE and Face Coverings 
PPE is available for staff to wear if needed and when undertaking personal care of the pupils.  The 
government has advised an increase in the use of face coverings for staff and pupils in secondary schools 
(11-18 year olds).  Our staff and pupils will be encouraged to wear plain face coverings whilst walking around 
the school and in classrooms unless they have an exemption due to a medical or learning difficulty.   
 
Equipment: 
Children are permitted to bring a bag to school however, they are not allowed to bring unnecessary items 
from home. One item they should bring with them is a ‘named’ water bottle as we will not be able to switch 
on our water fountains during this time. 
 
Uniform:     
School uniform is to be worn when the children return, please.  New uniform items can be ordered online 
from MyClothing via their website:  https://myclothing.com/lime-academy-hornbeam/9459.school 
 
Visitors: 
There will be no admittance to the school site for parents unless you have an appointment booked and 
arranged it in advance with your child’s class teacher.  We regret that we have to do this to minimise the 
potential spread of Covid-19.  If you need to contact the school, please email or telephone the school office. 
To reduce the number of people congregating in the Reception area, only one adult should enter at a time.  
All adults on-site must wear a face-covering and must be socially distant (2m). 
 
Staggered Drop-off / Pick-up arrangements 
For parents who are dropping off and picking up their children, class start and end times will be staggered in 
order to avoid congestion and to reduce contact during this busy time of the school day.  There are limited 
entrance and exit points into the school, and whilst I appreciate the inconvenience this may cause, we feel it 
is a necessary precaution in order to protect your children.   
 
Parents will be monitored coming into the school entrance and directed to the rear of the building.  There 
will be a one-way system. Parents should not get out of their cars or enter the school building.  Parents must 
not linger anywhere on the school site and, if bringing a car onto the site, must exit as soon as possible to 
ensure that there is space for everyone.  
 
 
 

https://myclothing.com/lime-academy-hornbeam/9459.school


 

 

William Morris Campus Drop Off Time Pick Up Time Pupil entrance/exit door 

Green Zone Classes 
11W, 16W, 19W, 21W 

9.00 am 2.50 pm Rear Car Park – Door 3 
 

Red & Orange Zone Classes 
1W, 2W, 3W, 5W, 6W, 13W, 10W, 18W 

8.50 am 2.40 pm Rear Car Park - Door 2 

Blue & Pink Zone Classes 
4W, 7W, 8W, 12W,14W, 15W, 17W 

8.40 am 2.30 pm Rear Car Park - Door 1 

Yellow Zone Classes  
9W & 20W 

8.50 pm 2.40 pm Rear Car Park - Huts 

 
Hygiene  
Hand wash stations are positions around the school.  Staff and pupils will wash their hands at regular 
intervals throughout the day; staff will support children with this as needed.  Please do not send your child 
in with their own supply of hand sanitiser as this may be hazardous to other pupils. 
 
Classrooms 
During the school day staff will be taking extra care to keep your child’s classroom environment clean.  
Activities will be designed to promote social distancing where possible.  We are aware many of our pupils 
will not be able to adhere to any social distancing or hygiene guidelines.  Resources will not be shared 
between pupils outside their classrooms and additional sanitation and cleaning procedures will be carried 
out at regular intervals.  Our specialist rooms will not be open at the start of term on health and safety 
grounds 
   
Break-times and lunch-times 
Pupils will have staggered break and lunch-times in their bubbles, to reduce pupils mixing with different 
bubbles.  As normal, lunches will be booked and paid for through Parent Mail.  The daily cost of a lunch is 
£2.50.    Free school meal pupils will not receive vouchers anymore, and will return to the allowance being 
added to their child’s lunch account on a daily basis.  Children can bring a packed lunch but parents must 
ensure that the lunch box is cleaned thoroughly every day, and labelled with your child’s name. 
 
The Curriculum  
We will endeavour to deliver as broad and balanced a curriculum as possible, whilst also adhering to 
important guidelines to clean shared equipment between use by different bubbles. This will naturally take 
longer to do and mean we have to work differently. There will be no swimming for the rest of the spring 
term.  We are unlikely to return in the summer term either unless there is further safety guidance enabling 
us to do so safely.  
 
Remote Learning:   
Remote learning will only be in place for those pupils who have to isolate due to bubble closures or have 
been informed by the school that they should shield. 
 
Breakfast Club: 
Breakfast Club will not open straight away as initially we will need to keep pupils and staff in their bubble 
groups.  We will review re-opening plans after Easter.    
 
School staff were delighted with the teamwork and co-operation from you, the parents, when we reopened 
in September.  Thank you!  Once again, we will need your co-operation to make this work well, for 
everyone’s safety.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

As you would expect, we will keep these plans under review and will keep you updated if anything changes.  
The Academy’s risk assessment is available on our website http://limeacademyhornbeam.org/covid-19/.  I 
know that the staff are all very keen to see our school come back together again, this time for good, and we 
are looking forward to welcoming you all again on Monday 8 March.    
 
With best wishes,  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
  
Antony Clements 
Interim Headteacher (WM) 
 

http://limeacademyhornbeam.org/covid-19/

