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18 December 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
2020 has been an extraordinary year for us all and one that we will never forget.  As we come to the end of 
term, I want to thank you all for your support as part of our Hornbeam community.  There have been many 
challenges, but by working together, we have been able to get through such difficult times.   
 
I would like to publicly thank all the staff at Brookfield House for their commitment and hard work this term.  
They have not allowed the situation to prevent them from providing teaching and learning to our pupils, 
whether in school or at home.  I am sure you would like to join in thanking all of the staff and wishing them a 
very well deserved break.   
 
We had lovely run up to the end of term, and if you visit Evidence4Learning, you will be able to see an 
Activity titled “Christmas Assembly” which has three celebratory videos of a few of the events we organised 
for the pupils. 
 
Please make sure that you have read the recent letter sent out about what you should do if your child shows 
symptoms or tests positive after the end of term.  It is very important that you email the school immediately 
so we can contact any other families to let them know about what precautions they may need to take.  We 
will put a copy of the letter on our website for you to access.  They can be found under the ParentZone 
section / Letters sent home. 
 
Contact information between 19-20 December only: 

 
Dedicated email:      BHC19@limetrust.org 

 
Please leave your name, child’s name, class, date of test and contact number.  We will be in touch if we need 
further information. 
 
January Return arrangements 
We expect pupils to be able to return on 04 January 2021. At this stage, we have not received any advice 
from the Government or Local Authority as to whether some of our older pupils (secondary age) will part of 
the rapid testing scheme roll-out to schools.  Special schools often have different guidance to our 
mainstream counterparts, so what you hear in the media is not always applicable to our school.   We will 
keep families involved updated via ParentMail and the website. 
 
Our COVID-protocols will remain in place in January.  Pupils will remain in class bubbles, continue practicing 
good hygiene routines and socially distancing where possible.  
 
If your child is unwell with any other illness or COVID-related symptoms, please do not send them into 
school.  Please report their absence as usual by leaving a message on the school’s answerphone:   
0208 527 8328, leaving your child’s name, class and reason for absence. 
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Waltham Forest Transport 
We have been informed today, by Waltham Forest Transport that from the first day of term in January 2021, 
every student who uses CT Plus buses will have their temperature checked before boarding the bus to 
ensure the safety of all service users in light of the coronavirus pandemic.  Assisted Travel has sent 
communication to all parents regarding this. 
 
Temperature checks will be performed with a temperature gun by the crew. Should a child have a high 
temperature once checked, they will not be transported on the bus. The following protocol will then be 
adopted. 

• If the child/young person has a temperature on the AM trip, they will remain at home with the 
parent or carer. 

• If the child/young person has a temperature on the PM trip, they will remain at school and school 
are then responsible for communicating with the parent to transport them home, independent of 
SEND transport. This is the same as if they were to get symptoms of coronavirus or become 
unwell in the middle of the school day. 

• The child/young person will then need to self-isolate immediately for the next 10 days. Within the 
first 8 days of isolation, the child/young person must have a test for coronavirus.  

• If the result is positive, the child/young person will continue to self-isolate for the remainder of the 
10 days before resuming transport providing that symptoms have ceased, no other symptoms have 
been developed and no other household members have tested positive. 

• If the test result is negative, the child/young person can resume transport immediately as long as 
they feel well enough to do so. 

 
Visiting the School 
Parents will not be able to speak to their child’s class teacher at drop-off and pick-up, so please remain in 
your cars.  Parents need to email the school or make contact via telephone if they wish to communicate with 
a member of school staff, including your child’s teacher.  Parents are not allowed to enter the main 
reception area unless they have an appointment or have been requested to do so by the school. 
 
On behalf of all the staff at Hornbeam, I would like to wish you and your families a happy, relaxing and safe 
Christmas break.   
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
Beth Billington 
Headteacher 
 
 
 

 


